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But, doWesternstylesandvaluesthreenouridentity?
Historymakesiteasyforustothinkso-perhapstoo,
suchasabridewearingwhitewhichhaslongbeenacolorofmourningin
China, insteadofthetraditionalChineseredforherwedding,
isanothersubmissiontoforeignintervention,
abetrayalofourheritage, they, wewillnolongerbe,
teachesthastrongandconfidentnioniseaseinlearningfromtheoutsid
eworld.

TheweddingofEasternandWesterncultures,
whetherinwhitegownsorred, bringsus,
oursuperbfl*orsdelightsaplaceinmywithoutgivingupmygood;
theyaredeepinmyspirit, partofmy,
becauseitalwaysremindsmeofwhol

Ofcourse,itgoesfarbeyondfood, musicand,
orsomyteachertoldme,
aChineseboyandallAmericangirlhadaveseenarabbitsunninghimsel
finthe, nothingmore, longingandpassion,
filledthe,bothchildreng*eup;theywalkedaway,indifferentdirection
s,le*ingtherabbit,alone.

But, whiftheylistened, whiftheyreallyheardeachothersmusic,
insteadofalwaysplayingtheirown

tunes?Whenlhearthemusicofaviolin,
richwiththejoysofmenandwomenwhocametogetherandsangandda



ncedlhearechoesofthemusicofthegrasslands, ofthehills,
oftherivers:--ofmyownniveland.

Ismusicmineandyoursorisitours?Whlwanttohearistheer-
huandtheviolinplayedtogether,inrhythmandin,wecanproducenewa
ndbeautifulmusic,richwithtexturesandsoundsthcanonlybemadein
harmony.

Therabbitsitsinthegrassintheever-
warmingsun.Waitingforustoplay,waitingforthesymphonytobegin.
Willheh*etowaitforever?
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ToChenggangsfriends

HereYaleweareveryexcitedbythebeginningofRuiChenggangsblog.
Wewereveryfortunetoh*ehimasadistinguishedYaleWorldFellow.As
oneofhisprofessors,lknowthhewasafastlearner.Wequicklylearned
thhewasalsoagreteacher.GeorgeBernardShawsaidththeUnitedSte
sandEnglandweretwogrecountriesdividedbyacommonlanguage.Ev
enthoughwebothspeakEnglish,weoftenmeandifferentthingswithth
esamewords.Thispossibilitiesformisunderstandingaretentimesgre
erinthedialogbetweentheUSandChina.Chenggangtaughtushowev
enthemostsimpleconceptsbecomemisunderstood.Forexample,inth
eUnitedStes,wetranslelLongintoDragon.Forus,adragonisafiercefir
o-
brehinganimalthgetscapturesprincessesandgetsslainbyknightsins
hiningarmor.ltisgenerallyspeakingafearedandevilbeast.ButinChin
ese,thedragonismorelikeasnake,carriesapearl,andbringsgoodluc
k. Thesameanimalhasanentirelydifferentmeaning.



ChenggangisinauniquepositiontohelptheChineseunderstandtheA
mericanpeople.HisEnglishissopolishedandfluent,wecouldntbelieve
thhehadneverlivedintheUnitedStesbeforehistriptoYale.Hisabilityto
reletopeopleallowsthemtoopenuptohimandspeakfromtheirheart.H
eisabletounderstandnotjusttheirwordsbutalsotheirmeanings.Thus
youwillh*etheprivilegeoflearningabouttheregularfolksintheUnites
Stes-

notjustthepoliticians, millionaires,andmoviestars.Andwhenhetells
youabouthistimehere,youwillknowthheistranslingthemeaning,not;j
ustthewords.
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lwanttoendwithanotherexampleofhisbeingagreteacher.Thisisamo
repersonalstory.My16-
yearolddaughterRachelisstudyingChinese.Shehadtheopportunityt
ocompeteintheforeignlanguageteacherspoetrycompetition.Herpo
emwasYiJuHuabyWenYiDuo.WithChenggangstutoring,shewasabl
etounderstandnotjustthewords,butthemeaningofthispoem.Heshar
esthecreditforherfirstplaceresult.lwilltrytosetupalinksothyoucanh
earherversion.

Inafuturemessage,lhopethwewillbeabletosharewithyousomeideas
aboutbringingourculturestogethersothwemakeenjoythebestofbot
h.lalsohopethallAmericanswillh*etheopportunitytowchCCTVsothw
ecancontinuetolearnaboutyou,pleasevisitmywebsitehttp://www.

BarryNalebuff
MiltonSteinbachProfessor
YaleSchoolofManagement
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